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using influence and possessed a childlike loyalty. He
was stout, the sort of man who slept o' nights, not a
lean Cassius. He had a ready and engaging smile.
His conscience was always clear. So, when plagued by
politicians, Alexander would ask his opinion and obtain
a manly, soldierly comment on affairs.

As a personality the King found Zhivkovitch refresh-
ing. That must account for the frequency with which
statesmen being received at the palace found the general
there, a tacit listener to the conversation. Except for
Stephen Raditch, most of them resented the soldier
having any opinion on affairs of state. It was
recognized that the army was strictly non-political and
could never be brought in as the arbiter between the
parties.

But there were no accidental ties binding the King
and Zhivkovitch. They shared no hobbies. The King
went shooting regularly and was an excellent shot.
Zhivkovitch confessed to me ruefully, "I only went
on one shoot with his Majesty. I am no hunter."
One may surmise he was a bad shot. Alexander was
fond of a rubber of bridge, but the general did not play
cards. The King was a bibliophile, but Zhivkovitch
seldom looked at a book and did not know French.
He could not share the King's literary interests. And
he was no military strategist: he could not discuss
campaigns with him. Yet Alexander called him by his
Christian name and for many years he was the nearest
person to the King.

It. was remarkable that the democratic Raditch
should advise the King to make Zhivkovitch premier,
that a Croat should desire to see a Serbian general in
control. The Croat leader had intimate converse with
Zhivkovitch only in the fatal year 1928. Their first
important meeting was on the occasion of the baptism
of the King's second son. On the i9th January, Queen
Marie had given birth to another boy, and King Alexan-
der, as a compliment to the Croats and perhaps at the